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December 13, 2016
TO: Y ARIOUS MEDIA OUTLETS
EROM: JAMES B. DUNN, DISTRICT ATTORNEY GENERAL :
Re: Requests for information, Records and Documents

To Whom it May Concern:

Numerous requests for information have been sent to Sevier County, the City of
Gatlinburg, TEMA and to many of the other agencies involved in responding to the fires that
Afflicted the Gatlinburg area. Please be advised that the investigation of the fire’s origin and the
doath and destruction that resulted is ongoing and could take several weeks, if not longer, The
initia] response involved a large number of agencies and persormel and the criminal
investigation also invelves numerous agencies and persornel from the local, state and federal
levels. There is an incredible amount of information that has to be processed. Any releases of
information at this time would be extremely premature and could compromise the

investigation.




Further, there are also confidentiality issues, particularly with regard to the release of
taw enforcement records, due to the fact that two juveniles have been charged in this matter.
Tennessee Code Annotaled §37-1-134 specifically forbids the release of law enforcement records

related to a prosecution of juveniles.

Therefore, based upon the fact that the investigation into this event is ongoing and that
state law Limits or forbids the release of information where juveniles are alleged to be
responsible, all state and local agencies involved in the response to and investigation of this fire
and the resuiting devastation are unable (o respond to these requests at this time. All of the
information regarding this case that can legaily be shared has already been made available.

Your patience and understanding are appreciated.

Any information regarding the status of the case currently pending in the Sevier County
Tuvenite Court will be provided by the Sevier County Juvenile Court as allowed by state law.

Tennessee Code Annotated 37-1-153 governs the release of information by juvenile courts.

1B/ ras




